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France. And whenever they had brought
off a dirty deal, they turned to the world at
large with a kind of moral blackmail.
" Don't scold us", they seemed to say,
" don't attack us; you would merely drive
us entirely into the arms of the Nazis."
In expounding this parallel we do not
overlook the essential differences. Austria
was a weak State which had been still
further weakened by a short but sanguinary
civil war, when Dollfuss turned against the
Socialists. France was a Great Power de-
feated in war by the Germans themselves.
Yet there were striking similarities, in out-
ward appearance as well as in inherent
tendencies. The Petain Government re-
verted to an officially sponsored Catholicism
just as Dollfuss had found his strongest
support in the Catholic Church. The same
sickening hypocrisy of official language which
spoke of spiritual reconstruction and moral
revival cloaked the same barrenness of ideas
and the same want of social ethics. From
the vast heritage of political democracy
nothing had been preserved but political
corruption, which throve, rank as ever,
under the uncontrolled power of petty
dictators.
It might be going too far to deduce from